
	
 
 

Leading cancer research funding body backs our scientists and aims to double its own 

research funding  

14 April 2011 

 

Australia’s largest private charitable funding body for cancer research urges the government to re-think any 

planned cuts to medical research funding.  

“We’re puzzled,” said the Australian Cancer Research Foundation (ACRF) Chief Executive, David 

Brettell, “Take away research funds and it’ll be no surprise when great science slows, researchers 

either change jobs or head overseas, and patients unnecessarily suffer when they can’t access fast, 

effective treatments.” 

ACRF recognises the vital need for continued, strong investment in medical research, so much so that it has 

set out to double its own cancer research funding over the next five years.  

“At a time when the need is greatest, when great progress is being made, the National Health and 

Medical Research Council could have its funding cut by up to $400 million” Mr Brettell said. 

“Research is an investment and we support the view that this important industry should not be 

tampered with. ACRF has provided $48 million for world-class cancer research in Australia over the 

last six years and we are spurred on to double our funds because Australian scientists have achieved 

great things and continue to punch well above their weight on an international stage. 

 “But ACRF, or any other charitable institution for that matter, cannot possibly hope to meet the 

needs of cancer researchers that may occur in the event of cuts.  

“The dollars we provide act as seed money for large-scale projects, and this is where the government 

needs to understand its responsibility. Cancer research must have continued support to help radically 

speed up discoveries – that is, after all, what cancer patients really need.” 

ACRF proudly funds all types of cancer research, all across Australia. It supports the Discoveries Need 

Dollars initiative for sustained medical research funding: www.discoveriesneeddollars.org/ 

Please contact Communications Coordinator, Rebecca Hines, to arrange further comment from Mr Brettell, 

or the ACRF Chairman, Mr Tom Dery. 

Tel: 02 9210 7411 | Mob: 0431 068 089 | Email: rhines@acrf.com.au  

 

Backgrounder – About ACRF 

The Australian Cancer Research Foundation (ACRF) is dedicated to funding world-class research into the 

prevention, diagnosis and treatment of cancer.  

Since 1984, ACRF has given over $71 million to break-through cancer research projects in Australia, 

including the Cervical Cancer Vaccine released in 2007.  

Every dollar of every donation ACRF receives goes to cancer research. To support ACRF, please visit 

www.acrf.com.au. 


